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PRAVESH: Kishore Satsang
1. Shikshapatri
· Shreeji Maharaj has granted that those disciples who follow the Shikshapatri will attain the four desired goals (dharma, artha, kama, and moksha) on earth.  He also says that every word is His personified self.

· An aspirant who comes into contact with an Ekantik Guru will be initiated into the sampraday with the mantra “Kala maya, papa karma, yamdoot bhayadaham, Swaminarayan sharanam prapannosmi sa patu mam.”  Guru gives him a kanthi of tulsi.

· Nitya Karma:  Wake up before sunrise and meditate on Lord Swaminarayan.  Noble thoughts come to our minds in the early morning (the sattvic atmosphere).  Wash left hand 10 times and right hand 7 times after toilet.  Do not spit anywhere.  Perform pooja fully clothed.....

· Ahimsa:  Non-violence is the highest ethical code in all the shastras.  Harsh words should not be spoken because they create mental pain.

· Satya:  Always speak the truth unless the truth may endanger one’s or another’s life.

· Ethical code:  One should not discard dharma for material objects.  One should not steal even for dharma.  All deeds should be enjoyed by dharma.

· Suicide:  The Vedas proclaim:  “Of all the things, the atman should be protected.”  Thus, no one should commit suicide.

· Meat-eating:  Unclean grains and flour should not be used, for small insects may have been cleaned in the process.  Water should be filtered to remove jivas.  Renunciation of meat and wine is equivalent to performing Ashwamedha Yagna every month.

· Liquor:  Liquor arouses tamas (darkness).  Manu smriti states that drinking is one of the five most heinous crimes.

· 2. Sagraam Vaagri

· During a famine of S.Y. 1869 (1813 A.D.), Sagram started with his wife to the refuge of Muktanand Swami.  While walking on one road, he saw a golden ornament.  Remembering the commandment of Shreeji Maharaj of not picking up anyone else’s property, he covered the ornament with dirt.  His wife saw this and approached him to ask him what he was doing.....

· Sagram stayed in Muktanand Swami’s service in Surat.  After the famine, he returned home.

· Sagram was from Limli.  Initiated by Muktanand S. into the Fellowship, he followed dharma more strictly than anyone else.

· King of Bhavnagar, Vajesinh, heard of Sagram and called him to his court.  Sagram narrated that because of holy influence, his brute life had changed to a moral life.

· Once, Sagram had a wish that Shreeji Maharaj would come to his humble hut.  Maharaj did escape and blessed Sagram’s hut.

· Sagram was well versed in the scriptures.  He had defeated Shivram Bhatt of Shiyani in a debate.

· 3. Vyapkanand Swami

· Upon arriving at Faneni for Ramanand Swami’s darshan, Shitaldas found that Ramanand Swami had passed away.  Maharaj saw his disappointment and requested that Shitaldas stay with him.  Maharaj asked Shitaldas to chant the Swaminarayan Mantra, and immediately Shitaldas went into samaadhi.  He saw all the incarnations bow down to Shreeji Maharaj.  He had a wish to offer pooja to all the muktas.  But.....

· Once, V. Swami came to temple of Vasukinag at Thangad.  By accident, V. Swami glanced at the dancing idols of stone in the temple.  Immediately the idols began to dance.  He realized Maharaj’s command not to look at female pictures or statues.

· The horse of Hamir Khachar of Botad had died.  Hamir Khachar was much grief-struck.

· V. Swami took a jiva from a fly and threw it upon the horse, making the horse alive.  When

· V. Swami approached Maharaj at Zinjavadar, Maharaj called him Lord.....

4 – 7 To be Memorized:

4. Godi

5. Dhun

6. Shri Swaminarayan Ashtakam

· 7. Prarthana

· 8. Ratnakar and his Three Brothers

· Four brothers had strong unity.  They were poor.  They though of pleasing the ocean deity for the jewels of the ocean.  The ocean deity was pleased, but wanted to test the unity amongst the brothers.  He tried to convince each of the brothers of the others wrong-doings.....

· 9. Devji Bhakta of Nenpur
· Kripanand S. and Gunatitanand S. once went to Devjibhai’s house.  Devjibhai took care of both sadhus.  They would talk until midnight on the greatness of Maharaj.  Upon inquiry, Devjibhai told the sadhus that he would stroll around his farm doing 200 malas.

· When Sura Khachar asked Maharaj whose name he chants, Maharaj had named Devjibhai among his other first-rank devotees.

· Devjibhai’s wife was also a staunch in devotion.  Their son would have the divine vision of Maharaj constantly.  When he grew up, marriage offers began to come.  Devjibhai and his wife prayed to Maharaj and asked that their son not lose his divine vision.  Their son died at a young age.  Since Devjibhai did not want to bother with their relatives, he decided to go to his farm and told his wife to go to Maharaj in Gadhada with ghee.  Maharaj asked Devji’s wife what had happened.....

· At the same time, Hiruba (daughter of Panchuba) had died at age 5.  Everyone lamented over her death although only Harji Thakkar should be grieving.....

· 10. Guru-Shishya

· A GURU dispels darkness or spiritual ignorance and brings light of knowledge.  A Guru is never bound by maya.  During the Pushpa-Dolotsav at Sarangpur, Sheeji Maharaj said the the Guru is Brahman and pointed to Gunatitanand S.  He said that the Guru is above sattva, rajas, and tamas.  The Guru purifies the jiva, brahmanizes him and offers him to the Lord.

· Three factors of eligibility:  1) the status of the Guru’s Guru, 2) the character of his disciples, and 3) his own behavior.

· Satyakam Jabali went to his Guru for the study of Brahmavidya.  His Guru gave him 400 cows and told him to come back when they had multiplied to 1000.  Satyakam obeyed and spontaneously, he received Brahmavidya though his Guru’s grace.

· 11. Atmanand Swami

· Shreeji Maharaj would call certain sadhus of Ramanand S. as guru bhai.  Atmanand S. was one of these sadhus.  Atmanand S. was of Marwar region.  He was born in S.Y. 1799 (1743 A.D.) in the town Untwal.

· Strictly observed Maharaj’s injunctions. Once, Maharaj ordered sadhus to abstain from eating khataras (food which is sour, salty, bitter, oily, hot, or sweet). Maharaj withdrew the injunction after 6 months but Atmanand Swami continued observance for a long time.

· He didn’t care for his body. He had abundant growth of hair that harbored mites. If a mite fell out of his hair, he would put it back saying his body was the mite’s food. Maharaj’s got all his body hair shaved off.

· He developed scabies when he had to go to another town with Gunatitanand Swami. He did not ride in the bullock cart arranged for him, but he walked. Scabies began to burst as he walked. Gunatitanand S. cleaned the pus and bathed him.

· He stayed at Dholera on Maharaj’s command. After Maharaj reverted to Dham, he stayed at Vagad.

· He aged over hundred and began to grow new set of teeth. 

· He did not like to sit on a chair during padharamanis. He used to say, “If you want to follow dharma, you have to sacrifice attachments; and if you want attachment, you have to sacrifice dharma.”

· Bhai S. aged to 116 when Gunatitanand S. asked him why Maharaj didn’t take him to Akshardham. Gunatitanand S. explained the greatness of Maharaj and told him he was “Avatar na Avatari” or the cause of all incarnations. Bhai S. had view Maharaj as Krishna. He took prasadi of Gunatitanand S. after realization rather than giving prasadi.

· 6th day of bright half of Jeth, SY 1919, Maharaj took him to Akshardham. He has written a book of Shreeji Maharaj.
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